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CONFESSION - Before all Masses or by appointment     GIRARD (Saturday 2:00pm-2:30pm) ARMA (Saturday 3:15pm-3:45pm) 
  

Parish Pastoral Council: Pat Westhoff (Chair), Dustin Ashmore, Joe Broyles, Debbie Amershek, Debbie Schaub 
Parish Finance Council: Linda Broyles, Dan Cole, Joe Polhlopek, Judy Wingebach 
Worship Committee: Chair (looking for a volunteer), Ushers /Greeters (looking for a volunteer), Joan Black (EMEs), Margaret 
Setina (Altar Society), Linda Broyles (Lectors), Jan Harman (Music) 

affirmation of Jesus’ own self-sacrifice, so Mary’s assumption is 
God’s acceptance of her life-sacrifice. In our daily living, we are 
able to offer a willing sacrifice of service to God and neighbor; it 
may seem very simple and unremarkable, yet we have to leave 
that evaluation to God. The One who is ever faithful to the divine 
Word promises that grace is sufficient if we but take hold of what 
is given us and move forward, as did Mary. 
-Abbot Gregory Polan, OSB, is the Abbot Primate of the Benedic-
tine Order. A monk and former abbot of Conception Abbey in Mis-
souri, he currently works and resides at the Abbey and University 
of Sant’Anselmo in Rome. 
 

TEACHERS NEEDED FOR PSR 
St. Michael's Parish School of Religion is in need of several 
teachers for this coming school year. At the present time, we need 
1 Elementary teacher (Wed. 2-3:30pm) and at least 2 teachers for 
the Middle school and High School grades (Wed. 7-8pm) and we 
are always in need of substitute teachers. If your time is available 
at these times, please prayerfully consider helping our parish in 
this important ministry! Any Religion teacher you ask will tell 
you that they have grown and learned so much during their time 
teaching and I am right there to help in any way! If you are inter-
ested in volunteering, please contact Kristen Graham at 620-875-
6133.   
 

2ND ANNUAL PRIEST FUNDRAISER 
Medjugorje Night of Testimonies Celebration on Mary's Birthday, 
Thursday September 8th, 2022 at 6pm at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
in Mother Seton Hall. We'd love for you to join us for a free din-
ner as our Spiritual Director, Fr. Scott Brossart, SOLT and Fr. 
Roger Lumbre, and several more pilgrims share their testimonies. 
This is in support of the Apostolate of Priestly Consecration, 
which offers priests free pilgrimages to Medjugorje! We help as 
many priests as want to go - trusting and believing Mary's promise 
that she will provide! We have 6 priests so far planning to go in 
October, God willing! (with funds only for 1 so far), so please 
pray for us, for all priests and for the donors Mary has already 
chosen! And please join us as you can, or reach out for more in-
formation: miraclerosary@gmail.com or see priestlyconsecra-
tion.com 
 
 
 

THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY  
AND THE ROAD TO GLORY 

We may not immediately think so, but the Solemnity of 
the Assumption and its readings draw us in the heart of 
Christian living: the paschal mystery. This paschal di-
mension unfolds in the life of Jesus Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, and each of us. Yet it is understood more personal-
ly in our own lives when we look at the gutsier side of the 
feast’s Scriptural texts. For glory is the unmistakable ex-
perience of pain and suffering found in those sacred texts. 
The Assumption is a feast of glory, but not without price. 
And therein lies the paschal mystery.  
   Mary’s Magnificat tells what it means to be God’s serv-
ant. Notice how the hymn begins and ends: “God has 
looked upon his lowly servant” (Mary), and “God has 
come to the help of his servant Israel” (the people of God 
and us). Why this emphasis on servanthood? Throughout 
the Old Testament, there are very few individuals who 
bear the title of God’s Servant (Abraham, Gen 26:24; 
Moses, Num 12:7; David, 2 Sam 7:5, 8; Job, 1:8). The 
life of each of these people is marked by the combined 
elements of great faith and heroic suffering. Their distress 
and anguish come to be redemptive  both for themselves 
and for others. 
   When we come to the New Testament, there are primar-
ily two individuals whom the Scriptures distinguish as 
God’s servants: Jesus and Mary. Both are described as 
humble and lowly. Jesus and Mary. Both are described as 
humble and lowly. Jesus took on our fragile and mortal 
flesh (Phil 2:6-8); and Mary fully accepted the surprising 
will of God with a total act of surrender (Luke 1:48). Be-
ing a servant, in the biblical sense, implies a lowliness or 
humility in life, a dependence upon God who provides, 
and a trust in the divine word of promise. Only with the 
eyes of faith does one see blessing in this. It forces the 
servant to assume a posture of openness, receptivity, and 
dependence upon the One who matters most and who 
quietly leads us to glory—God. 
   The servant of God in the Bible comes to know that life 
calls for surrender; therein lies the path to glory, the road 
eventually leading to deep interior happiness. But could it 
have been easy for Mary to tell Joseph of her affirmative 
response to the angel? Could it have been easy for Mary, 
in her pregnancy, to leave Nazareth and travel in haste to 
assist her elderly cousin Elizabeth? Yet that is what the 
Scriptures tell us comprises the essential part of the pas-
chal living: that gutsy death-to-self, the response of self-
sacrifice and willing surrender to both God and neighbor. 
This was the path to glory for Mary; and it is also the 
same for us today. 
   As Christ’s resurrection was the Almighty One’s  
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STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 
The Christian Fairy Tale 

Jer 38:4-6, 8-10 / Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18 / Heb 12:1-4 / Lk 12:49-53 
Once upon a time, when Christians ruled the earth, everyone 
lived happily ever after—well, not exactly.  Jesus tells us a dif-
ferent story in today’s Gospel.  Division is often the uninten-
tional fruit of a missionary disciple.  It is especially difficult 
when the division occurs close to home, in our own fami-
lies.  We may find ourselves with Jeremiah in the cistern call-
ing out “Rupunzel, let down your hair!”  Wait, wrong sto-
ry.  We’d cry out, “Lord, come to my aid!”  Only God could 
have heard Jeremiah’s supplication.  God will answer our pray-
ers, maybe immediately, maybe later or maybe in a way we did 
not expect.  Fairy tales have happy endings, but our tale does 
not end, it continues on into eternity, where eye has not seen 
and ear has not heard, and where a great cloud of witnesses 
awaits our arrival.  There’s no place like home! 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR PARISHIONERS 
Please pray for parishioner Adam C., Jan Harman, Mary John-
son, Bob Lauck, Patrice M., Lisa Pitts Martin, Margaret Setina, 
and Randy VanLeeuwen who are ill or in need of prayers. 
Please note that individuals on our prayer list are left on until a 
request is made to remove them. Requests to be added or re-
moved can be sent to jmscales414@gmail.com. Thank you! 
 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
There will be a community blood drive on Tuesday, August 
16th from 11:30am to 5:30pm in St. Michael’s Parish Hall. 
There is an URGENT need for blood donors!! Get a $10 e-gift 
card to a merchant of your choice when you come to give 
blood in August. PLUS, automatically be entered for your 
chance to win gas for a year. Walk-ins are welcome or call 1-
800-RED-CROSS to make an appointment. 

Last Week July 2022 to Date

  Contributions 1,485.00$   5,846.00$               

  Expenses - July 3,003.50$   3,003.50$               

  Over/(Under) 2,842.50$               

COLLECTIONS

8/13 Sat 4:00pm Aaron Kranker Arma

5:30pm Regina Butler Girard

8/14 Sun 8:00am Pro Populo Arma

10:00am Mary Lepoglow Girard

8/15 Mon NO MASS

8/16 Tues 8:00am Jean Wilson Arma

8/17 Wed 8:00am Paul Davied Girard

8/18 Thurs 8:00am Margaret Ann Dorio Arma

8:30am-12:30pm Eucharistic Adoration Arma

8/19 Fri 7:30a, Donna Little Girard

8:00am-5:00pm Eucharistic Adoration Girard

8/20 Sat 4:00pm Aaron Kranker Arma

5:30pm Pat Jr. & Vera Diskin Girard

8/21 Sun 8:00am Verl & Ursula Parsons Arma

10:00am Pro Populo Girard

Mass Schedule & Intentions for August 13-21

Saturday (8/20) 

4:00pm

Sunday (8/21)   

8:00am

Altar Servers

Owen & Gianna 

Waterman Cody & Tyler Burns

EME Sharon Giacometti Cindy Ashmore

Lector Volunteer Carol Cole

Gifts Volunteers Ron & Joan Black

Ushers

Joe Broyles &        

Pat Westhoff

Greg Bogina &       

Dan Cole

Altar Ministers for Next Weekend
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