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2ND ANNUAL PRIEST FUNDRAISER 
Medjugorje Night of Testimonies Celebration on Mary's Birthday, 
Thursday September 8th, 2022 at 6pm at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in 
Mother Seton Hall. We'd love for you to join us for a free dinner as 
our Spiritual Director, Fr. Scott Brossart, SOLT and Fr. Roger Lum-
bre, and several more pilgrims share their testimonies. This is in sup-
port of the Apostolate of Priestly Consecration, which offers priests 
free pilgrimages to Medjugorje! We help as many priests as want to 
go - trusting and believing Mary's promise that she will provide! We 
have 6 priests so far planning to go in October, God willing! (with 
funds only for 1 so far), so please pray for us, for all priests and for 
the donors Mary has already chosen! And please join us as you can, 
or reach out for more information: miraclerosary@gmail.com or see 
priestlyconsecration.com 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
WHY REQUEST A MASS INTENTION? One part of Catholic cul-
ture that is sometimes hard to understand and very often misunder-
stood is the custom of offering Mass intentions. The Church consid-
ers the Mass to be one of the greatest prayers of intercession. When a 
priest celebrates Mass each day, he offers each Mass for a particular 
intention. By doing so he applies special graces from God upon that 
person or intention. That intention can be for a living person's health 
and well-being, or for the eternal rest of a deceased person, or any 
other prayers you wish to be offered up to Christ for a loved one. 
Pope Paul VI said, “The Mass is the most perfect form of prayer!” It 
has immense power and countless miracles and conversions have 
occurred throughout the centuries by offering Masses for a specific 
intention or person. Mass intentions are a great treasure of the 
Church and have a spiritual weight that is incalculable. Requesting 
Mass Intentions: Mass intentions make beautiful gifts for any special 
occasion: birthday, anniversary, in thanksgiving for a prayer an-
swered, an intention for someone who is struggling with a serious 
illness or other life trauma. If you have a particular date or time on 
which you want the Mass, you need to turn in the information at 
least a month in advance (Masses are scheduled that much ahead of 
time). Call the parish office to schedule OR place the information of 
who or what the Mass is for, and who is offering the Mass, along 
with a phone number in case we have questions. The suggested sti-
pend for Mass intentions is $10.00 payable via cash or check, you 
can donate less or more.  
 

myEoffering 
Just a friendly reminder...myEoffering is a service we’ve teamed up 
with to give you the ability to send your offerings online in the same 
way that many of you already pay bills and purchase products. We 
chose to use myEoffering because they are part of a trusted, Chris-
tian family-owned company, who have been serving the needs of 
churches for nearly 100 years. Their product is solid, secure, easy, 
and convenient. If you are interested, you can find instructions on 
how to get set up on the parish website. 

PRAYER FOR GOD’S BLESSING 
Bless all who worship you, almighty God, from the rising 
of the sun to its setting: from your goodness enrich us, by 
your love inspire us, by your Spirit guide us, by your 
power protect us, in your mercy receive us, now and al-
ways.   - Ancient Collect 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Often referred to colloquially as the “opening prayer,” the 
Collect serves to gather people and intentions to prayer, 
inviting us to a deeper place in God. While a Collect may 
seem like a door to pass through quickly so as to get to 
the “important” parts of the liturgy, the prayer should 
help us to slow down, to pause, to listen to with the ear of 
our heart. 
   Such is the case with this ancient collect, a prayer that 
orients us to our unity. Beginning with the blessing of all 
who worship God, ideas of exclusivity are immediately 
dispelled. With many different ideas about what prayer or 
worship should be, or about who is welcome or not, this 
establishes that we are called to be one. 
   As in ancient times, ideological divisions tamper with 
the integrity of families and faith communities, not to 
mention the Church universal. Fault lines erupt across the 
landscape of our lives, tearing once-solid ground apart, 
opening chasms difficult to bridge. How can we respond? 
   This prayer gives us clear instruction by reminding us 
that it is God’s goodness alone that enriches us. It might 
seem that we are hardwired by our culture to think we 
can “make” ourselves good, but nothing happens without 
God. We may long for God to fix this or change that, but 
should we approach God with a list of demands? How 
often do we, instead, simply ask God to enrich us with 
goodness? 
   Along with goodness, inspiration can seem in short 
supply today, but this prayer invites God’s love to inspire 
us. God’s love animates each of us, but only if we allow 
it. The Holy Spirit—that is where guidance comes from, 
that hand of God leading us to where we need to be. 
   As the prayer concludes, it establishes that God’s pow-
er alone protects us and that mercy will receive us. It is a 
total embrace of us by God, as individuals and as a com-
mon body called to worship God alone. 
   Suddenly this short prayer, one that might be easy to 
miss, encourages us to open wide, day and night, and 
welcome God. In doing so, we respond to the call to wel-
come one another with goodness, love, guidance, protec-
tion, and mercy—in God’s name, now and always. 
 
Fran Rossi Szplczyn is a writer exploring the intersection 
of faith and daily life. She is a contributor to the Homi-
lists for the Homeless project and blogs at “There Will 
Be Bread” at breadhere.wordpress.com. 
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STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 
Let us in! 

Is 66:18-21 / Ps 117:1, 2 / Heb 12:5-7, 11-13 / Lk 13:22-30 
Have you ever locked your keys in your car?  Or maybe you were 
locked out of your own house? Wait, what about that reoccurring 
dream where you forget the combination of your school lock-
er?   The first two scenarios are usually solvable.  The dream, not 
so much, just a lot of wailing and grinding of teeth, until you 
wake up and smell the coffee and realize you have to get to work 
in five minutes.  It’s not a comforting feeling to be locked out.  In 
fact, it’s downright discouraging.  As missionary disciples, we 
should be door openers to the faith.  Jesus encourages us in to-
day’s Gospel to “strive to enter through the narrow gate” before 
the master locks the door—not after.  It doesn’t sound like an easy 
path.  It sounds like it takes effort.  Maybe the gate opens wider 
when we bring others with us?!  There is strength in num-
bers.  “Go out to all the world and tell the good news!” 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR PARISHIONERS 
Please pray for Audrey Casassa, Jerry Davenport, Mary Davied, 
Gary Dowling, Rosemary Gardner, Fred & Marjorie Giefer, Tom 
Kovach, Marita Lopeman, Mary Kay Mason, Richard Mason, 
Herman Masser, Ronnie Michael, Bob Moore, Joseph Muia, John 
Oplotnik, Josie Oplotnik, David Peak, Betty Purdon, Frank Pur-
don, Tina Ruma, Anna Snow, and Dan Wendt, who are ill or in 
need of prayers. Please note that individuals on our prayer list are 
left on until a request is made to remove them. Requests to be 
added or removed can be sent to jmscales414@gmail.com.  
Thank you! 
 

TEACHERS NEEDED FOR PSR 
St. Michael's Parish School of Religion is in need of several 
teachers for this coming school year. At the present time, we need 
1 Elementary teacher (Wed. 2-3:30pm) and at least 2 teachers for 
the Middle school and High School grades (Wed. 7-8pm) and we 
are always in need of substitute teachers. If your time is available 
at these times, please prayerfully consider helping our parish in 
this important ministry! Any Religion teacher you ask will tell 
you that they have grown and learned so much during their time 
teaching and I am right there to help in any way! If you are inter-
ested in volunteering, please contact Kristen Graham at 620-875-
6133.   

Last Week July 2022 to Date

Contributions 2,485.20$       20,379.08$             

Expenses -$                6,761.22$               

Over/(Under) 13,617.86$             

Building Fund Contributions -$                

COLLECTIONS

8/20 Sat 4:00pm Aaron Kranker Arma

5:30pm Pat Jr. & Vera Diskin Girard

8/21 Sun 8:00am Verl & Ursula Parsons Arma

10:00am Pro Populo Girard

8/22 Mon NO MASS

8/23 Tues 8:00am Betty Cardiali Arma

8/24 Wed 8:00am Gerald Davied Girard

8/25 Thurs 8:00am Jean Wilson Arma

8:30am-12:30pm Eucharistic Adoration Arma

8/26 Fri 7:30a, Donna Little Girard

8:00am-5:00pm Eucharistic Adoration Girard

8/27 Sat 4:00pm Aaron Kranker Arma

5:30pm Stanley Thomas Girard

8/28 Sun 8:00am Verl & Ursula Parsons Arma

10:00am Pro Populo Girard

Mass Schedule & Intentions for August 20-28

Saturday (8/27) 

5:30pm

Sunday (8/28) 

10:00am

Altar Servers

Carly Reif & 

Volunteer

Isabella & Elijah 

Walsh

EME Macy Reif Austin Smith

Lector Butch Reif Ryan Sevart

Gifts Hank & Carrie Smith Ryan & Paula Sevart

Altar Ministers for Next Weekend

mailto:miraclerosary@gmail.com
http://priestlyconsecration.com

