
 
St. Michael Church 

106 N. Western 
Girard, Ks. 66743 

724-8717 
www.stmichaelgirard.com 

St. Joseph Church 
100 S. 8th 

Arma, Ks. 66712 
347-4525 

www.stjosepharma.com 

St. Michael Mass Times: 
 

Saturday: 5:30 P.M.  
Sunday: 10:00 A.M.  

Confessions:  
Saturday: 2:00 P.M. -  2:30 P.M. 
 
Adoration: Friday 8:00 A.M. -  5:00 P.M. 

St. Joseph Mass Times: 
 

Saturday: 4:00 P.M. 
Sunday: 8:00 A.M. 

Confessions:  
Saturday: 3:15 P.M. -  3:45 P.M. 
 
Adoration:  Thursday 8:30AM -12:30 P.M. 

St. Michael  
 
Pastoral Council: 
Secretary: Paula Sevart 
 
Finance Council: 
Tony Stonerock  - Chair 
 
DRE: 
Kristen Graham 
kristen.j.graham@gmail.com 
 
Prayer Squad 
Nancy Bauer 
bauerbackes@yahoo.com 
724-2051 

St. Joseph 
 
Pastoral Council: 
Pat Westhoff - Chair 
 
Finance Council: 
Linda Broyles  - Chair 
 
Hall Rent Manager: 
Linda Broyles 
 
Prayer Chain: 
Bev Presley 
bevpresley18@gmail.com 
620-704-7693 

 

 Baptism       Bulletin 
Please call the Rectory to make arrangements. Please have all bulletin items in the   
Baptismal preparation is required before   parish rectory by Noon on Wednesday. 
your first baby is baptized in the parish. 
 
 RCIA                                         Matrimony 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults    Make an appointment with Father before setting your date 
is a process for those interested in    of marriage at least six months in advance.  
becoming Catholic or those  
inquiring about the Church.        Anointing of the Sick 
Please call the rectory.    If you’re approaching surgery or facing significant illness, 
                                                                                    connect with Father to receive the Anointing of the Sick. 
       (a source of comfort and Spiritual renewal.) 

Welcome Newcomers 
With great joy, we welcome you to our parish family.  We invite you to call the Rectory to register. 

Sunday, Oct. 1st, 2023 

Staff: 
 
Pastor:  Fr. Vacca 
Email:  
fathervacca@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: Barb Duling 
Email: 
dulingbarb@gmail.com 
 
Bookkeeper:  JanelScales 
Email: 
jmscales414@gmail.com 



 
Saturday 
 

 
9/30 

 

 
  4:00 PM (Arma) 
  5:30 PM (Girard) 

 
† 

 
Bryce Reese 
Linda Mills 

Sunday 10/1 
 

  8:00 AM (Arma) 
  10:00 AM (Girard 

† Pro Populo 
Kevin O’Brien 
 

Monday 10/2   No Mass  No Mass 

Tuesday 10/3   5:30 PM (Arma) 
 

† Sharon Cizerle 

Wednesday 10/4   6:30 PM (Girard) 
 

† Bernadette Coomes 

Thursday 10/5   8:00 AM (Arma) 
 

† Bryce Reese 

Friday 
 
 
Saturday 
 
 
Sunday 
 
 

10/6 
 
 

10/7 
 
 

10/8 

 7:30 AM (Girard) 
 
   
 4:00 PM (Arma) 
 5:30 PM (Girard) 
 
 8:00 AM (Arma) 
 10:00 AM (Girard) 

† 
 
 
† 
 
 
† 

Carol Battitori 
 
 
Madeline Yartz 
Pro Populo 
 
Geneva McGown 
Mary Ann Lepaglow 

Mass Schedule & Intentions  
Sept. 30 -  Oct. 8, 2023  

Altar Ministers for Next Weekend  

 
 
 

 Saturday (10/7)  Sunday (10/8)  

 4:00 PM 5:30 PM 8:00AM 10:00 AM 

Altar Servers Volunteers Jaxton Smith 
Harrison Burke 

Jaxen & Jace Shaub Seth Wilson 
Quin Sisney 

EME Volunteer Janel Scales Joan Black Eileen Bland 

Lector Pat Westhoff Butch Reif Linda Broyles Connie Sponsel 

Gifts 
 
 
Ushers 

Georganne Galichia 
Anna Meyer 
 
Don Zornes 
Volunteer 

Chris & Mary  
Leritz family 
 
Dave Garrett 
(Lead usher) 

Ron & Joan Black 
 
 
Joe Broyles 
Ron Black 

Jerry & Diane Hanson 
 
 
Bob Davied  
(Lead usher) 

     

Dates of Importance 
 
Oct. 1st: Life Chain in Pitt. 
Oct. 3rd: Knights of Columbus meeting 
Oct. 3rd: Bible Study 
Oct. 5th: RCIA 
Oct. 7th & 8th: Tootsie Roll Drive 
Oct. 22: Turkey Bazaar 
Nov. 15: St. Anne Altar Society 

PSR REGISTRATION  
Registration forms can be accessed at bit.ly/stmichaelpsr.  

 40th 

To: Chris & Nancy Hofer 

 

Bible Study  
Father will be offering a Bible Study for anyone that would like to attend. 
They will be offered in both parishes on Tuesdays.  
10:00 A.M. in St. Michael Hall 
4:15 P.M. in St. Joseph Rectory 
                                                                   We hope to see you there! 

Knights of Columbus 
 
Meeting will be held in St. Michael Hall 

Oct. 3rd at 7:00 P.M. 

http://bit.ly/stmichaelpsr


Understanding the Mass   (by Father Vacca) 

 

St. Joseph Collections: 
   Last Week       July 2023 to Date 
Contributions:               $794.00            $18,960 
Expenses:  $ -                     $ -  
Over/(Under)                                         $18,960 

St. Michael Collections: 
   Last Week July 2023 to Date 
Contributions:               $2,323.20 $50,671.05  
Expenses:  $ -  $ -  
Over/(Under)    $50,671.05  

 

Sunday Gospel Activities  
for Sunday Mass/
mommoCatholicMom.com 

October 1st -The National Life Chain  

This is the largest peaceful, prayerful, pro-life, public witness in the 
world. More than 1500 cities across the US and Canada are expected to participate on Sunday, 
October 1. You are invited to meet at 9th and Broadway in Pittsburg at 3:30 PM  
Please save the date and plan to stand in support of all life! 

PSR Mass / October 1st 
 
The Altar Society will be serving donuts  
and coffee in the Hall after 10:00 Mass. 
Also, the PSR classrooms  
will be open for parents to see. 
 
We hope to see everyone there! 

#3  Reverence is given to the altar at the beginning and end of Mass by the priest with a kiss.  Using incense around an altar is an-
other way to reverence the altar on special occasions.  One bows to the altar when the Blessed Sacrament is not reserved in the 
sanctuary. 
 
The altar is kept dressed throughout the year with linens, except at the end of Holy Thursday Mass when it is stripped in silence and 
remains bare until the Easter Vigil.  Altars are solemnly consecrated with oil by the Bishop.  Relics are traditionally placed within 
or under an altar when it is consecrated which reminds us of the tombs of the martyrs over which Mass was celebrated in the cata-
combs during times of persecution of Christians.  The Pope still celebrates Mass over the tomb of St. Peter. 
 
The altar is the central feature of the sanctuary, but it is at the second half of Mass when we prepare the altar and move our focus to 
it after listening to the Word of God. 
 

 

ST. MICHAEL'S PRAYER SQUAD (PRAYER CHAIN) 
In lieu of prayer requests in the parish bulletin we have established a Prayer Squad to pray for the inten-
tions of our parish and community. Nancy Bauer is the contact person for the Prayer Squad and her phone 
number and email address will be in the bulletin each week. Nancy will send out a group text to the Prayer 
Squad when she receives a request for prayers. The information goes out to all participants with one text 
from Nancy so no one has to make any phone calls or pass on any information, hence the name Prayer 
Squad and not Prayer Chain. Participants do not respond to the text in any way so there is no "alerts fren-
zy" after a prayer request text goes out. Nancy will call or email anyone who wants to be a part of the 
Squad but does not text. Please contact her if you have prayer requests or want to be a part of the Prayer 
Squad. 

St. Anne’s Altar Society 
St. Anne’s Altar Society held an election of officers at their September meeting. 
The new slate of officers includes:  
Linda Broyles, President, Gay Kranker, Vice-President,  
Joan Black, Secretary, Susie Polhlopek, Treasurer 
We would like to thank outgoing officers, Margaret Setina and Barbara Esposito, 
for their numerous years of service. They have been loyal and dedicated  
leaders.  We also want to thank Joan Black and Gay Kranker for their past years 
of service and their willingness to continue to serve. 
The next meeting of St. Annes’s Altar Society is scheduled for  
November 15, 2023. All ladies of the parish are encouraged to attend. 

Entry Cabinet (In Church entrance) 
 

The Knights are selling chances for a one of a kind entry cabinet.  

It was beautifully made by Jeremiah Walsh (Westhoff Interiors).   

The wood is mahogany and madrone burl.  

The proceeds will go locally to Coats For Kids. 

Chances can be purchased in the office between 9 AM &12 PM (Mon  -  Fri). They 

will also be sold at the Turkey Bazaar on Oct. 22. 

Chances are $5 each or 3 for $10 

Tootsie Roll Drive 
 
Join the Knights of Columbus 
on Oct. 7th & 8th for our annual 
Tootsie Roll Drive!  
Help us make a difference in our 
community as we raise funds to 
support individuals with  
disabilities.   
Your generosity will bring 
smiles and hope to those in 
need. Together, we 
can make a sweet  
impact! 

Turkey Bazaar 
Will be held on Sunday, October 22,  at St. Michael Hall from  
11:00 AM  -  until the food runs out!  



Bedene Funeral Home 
 

 Barry W. Bedene  

517 East Washington 

Arma, Kansas 66712  
(620) 347-4200  

Silver Trojans 
M-F, 11 a.m.-12 p.m. @ Girard United Meth-
odist Church 
One-stop-shop for everything health and wellness 
Strength, cardio, balance, fall prevention, flexibility, 
and more! 
Jessica Jones- 620-240-3344 
Qualifying insurance may pay for membership! 

108 E. St. John               
  PO Box 187 

Girard, KS 66743           
 620-724-4911 

Banking with friends!  
 

 

October--Respect Life Month 
  October is recognized nationally as 'Respect Life Month'.  Respect for 
life is not new. Since the beginning of Christianity, the Catholic Church 
has condemned infanticide and abortion as murder. For some 2000 yrs, 
Christians have taken it for granted that human beings come into exist-
ence  NOT AT BIRTH, but AT CONCEPTION. EVEN GOD, HIMSELF, 
when His conception was announced by the Archangel at the Annuncia-
tion, confirmed it! Respect for life was the distinguishing mark of early 
Christians, for pagans permitted the killing of the unborn and even after 
they were born! Jesus taught us to help the helpless and who are any more 
helpless than unborn children who are aborted daily in our nation? St.John 
Paul II wrote, "Catholics must be committed to the defense of life in all 
stages and in every condition." 
   A former priest here, Fr. Donald Thissen, used to say that abortion is an 
emotional, physical, and spiritual  'scalping' of America. A scalpal is sharp 
and cuts quickly and deeply. Abortion cuts through all of our emotions, 
our physical traits, and even sears into our very souls! Mother Teresa re-
marked once in Washington D.C., "a nation that allows her children to be 
killed cannot prosper." Have you stopped lately to assess where we are as 
a nation? Everyone is affected by abortion. It cuts through every relation-
ship: husband to wife; parents to children; men to men; & women to 
women. The real sad part about it all is that WE KNOW IT IS WRONG, 
yet some will claim ignorance and tolerate it. Recently, earthquakes in 
Turkey killed thousands and we comment, "How terrible!"   But hundreds 
of babies are killed by abortion EVERYDAY IN THE U.S. but who is 
hollering about that?  We say, in defense, "those Turks were inno-
cent!"  What about all of the unborn children? Doesn't their innocence 
count? You see, many in this nation are 'living a lie'. I wonder how long it 
will take us to realize it? 
    For some 50 yrs, nine UNELECTED men and women on the U.S. Su-
preme Court played God with innocent human life. They 'invented' rights 
that resulted in deaths to about 65 million babies for the crime of being 
'inconvenient'.  In 1973, Roe v Wade forced abortion-on-demand down 
our nation's throat. A new set of men & women on today's Supreme Court 
overturned Roe & sent the issue of abortion back to the States, which is 
where it should have been in the first place. Now, each State, through its 
elected state legislators, have a major say as to what types of 'life laws' the 
State will have. Our Kansas legislature last year voted to place the 'Value 
Them Both' amendment to the State Constitution on the ballot which 
would have saved many unborn lives. Pro-life Kansans thought it would 
reverse the State Supreme Court's Hodes v Schmidt, where the Court 
'discovered' a virtually unlimited 'right' to abortion in Kansas in 2019. 
When the voting came in August, 2022, on this amendment. pro-lifers lost 
to an aggressive media where leaks were made to the press that should 
this amendment become law, Kansas might outlaw ALL abortions, making 
it impossible for those seeking one unless they traveled out-of-state. Many 
feared the worst & voted against this 'Value Them Both' amendment. Fear 
ruled and when one isn't sure of something, he or she votes NO. Most of 
us know that Kansas isn't a  pro-abortion State, based on its conservatism 
throughout history. We were duped (deceived) because we didn't know the 
facts! This all means we must return to our pro-life State legislature 
(remember, it was they who passed the amendment on to us to vote on), 
and resume our fight for the unborn. As pro-life fighter, Jerry Lomshek 
from Chicopee said after the vote, "Pray that we come to our senses and 
reverse this horrible practice!" That opportunity is here NOW with this 
emphasis on Respect Life month. TODAY, OCT. 1st, is "National Pro-Life 
Chain". Consider giving an hour of your time this afternoon to witness for 
LIFE. Go to 9th & Broadway, Pittsburg, at 3:30 p.m.   Local life chain 
volunteers will give you the SIGN to hold. It's easy & will make you feel 
good to stand up for the unborn! 
    Remember, the difference between a 'fetus' and a 'premature infant' is a 
SOCIAL distinction, not a BIOLOGICAL ONE. If the child is wanted, it's 
a baby; if not wanted, it's a fetus!! Abortion is a violent, unethical, yet 
legal, procedure. Do what you can to help abolish it and include this goal 
in your daily prayers. Remember, we DO have GOD on our 
side!                          --Marcel Normand    


