
 
St. Michael Church 

106 N. Western 
Girard, Ks. 66743 

724-8717 
www.stmichaelgirard.com 

St. Joseph Church 
100 S. 8th –PO Box 948 

Arma, Ks. 66712 
347-4525 

www.stjosepharma.com 

St. Michael Mass Times: 
 

Saturday: 5:30 P.M.  
Sunday: 10:00 A.M.  

Confessions:  
Saturday: 2:00 P.M. -  2:30 P.M. 
 
Adoration: Friday 8:00 A.M. -  5:00 P.M. 

St. Joseph Mass Times: 
 

Saturday: 4:00 P.M. 
Sunday: 8:00 A.M. 

Confessions:  
Saturday: 3:15 P.M. -  3:45 P.M. 
 
Adoration:  Thursday 8:30AM -12:30 P.M. 

St. Michael  
 
Pastoral Council: 
Carrie Smith  -  Chair 
 
Finance Council: 
Tony Stonerock  - Chair 
 
DRE: 
Kristen Graham 
kristen.j.graham@gmail.com 
 
Prayer Squad 
Nancy Bauer 
bauerbackes@yahoo.com 
724-2051 

St. Joseph 
 
Pastoral Council: 
Pat Westhoff - Chair 
 
Finance Council: 
Linda Broyles  - Chair 
 
Hall Rent Manager: 
Linda Broyles 
lkbroyles3445@gmail.com 
 
Prayer Chain: 
Bev Presley 
bevpresley18@gmail.com 
620-704-7693 

 

 Baptism       Bulletin 
Please call the Rectory to make arrangements. Please have all bulletin items in the   
Baptismal preparation is required before   parish rectory by Noon on Wednesday. 
your first baby is baptized in the parish. 
 
 OCIA                                         Matrimony 
Order of Christian Initiation of Adults   Make an appointment with Father before setting your date 
is a process for those interested in    of marriage at least six months in advance.  
becoming Catholic or those  
inquiring about the Church.        Anointing of the Sick 
Please call the rectory.    If you’re approaching surgery or facing significant illness, 
                                                                                    connect with Father to receive the Anointing of the Sick. 
       (a source of comfort and Spiritual renewal.) 

Welcome Newcomers 
With great joy, we welcome you to our parish family.  We invite you to call the Rectory to register. 

Sunday, Dec. 10th, 2023 

Staff: 
 
Pastor:  Fr. Daniel Vacca 
Email:  
fathervacca@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: Barb Duling 
Email: 
dulingbarb@gmail.com 
 
Bookkeeper:  Janel Scales 
Email: 
jmscales414@gmail.com 
 



 
Saturday 
 

 
12/9 

 

 
4:00 PM (Arma) 
5:30 PM (Girard) 

 
† 

 
Pro Populo 
Bill O’Toole 

Sunday 12/10 
 

8:00 AM (Arma) 
10:00 AM (Girard 

† Helen Normand 
Scott & Beth Wilson 
Family 

Monday 12/11 No Mass  No Mass 

Tuesday 12/12 5:30 PM (Arma) 
 

† Betty & Wally Rons 

Wednesday 12/13 6:30 PM  (Girard) 
 

† 
 

Rick Bland 
 

Thursday 12/14 8:00 AM (Arma) 
 

† Sharon Cizerle 
 

Friday 
 
 
Saturday 
 
 
Sunday 
 
 

12/15 
 
 

12/16 
 
 

12/17 

7:30 AM (Girard) 
 
  
4:00 PM (Arma) 
5:30 PM (Girard) 
 
 8:00 AM (Arma) 
 10:00 AM (Girard) 

† 
 
 
† 
 
 
† 

Wayne & Betty Coomes 
 
 
Bryce Reese 
Daniel Wendt 
 
Geneva McGown 
Alice Davied 

Mass Schedule & Intentions  
Dec. 9– Dec. 17, 2023  

Altar Ministers for Next Weekend  

 
 
 

 Saturday (12/16)  Sunday (12/17)  

 4:00 PM 5:30 PM 8:00AM 10:00 AM 

Altar Servers Volunteers August Amershek 
Volunteer 

Jaxen & 
Jase Schaub 

Aiden Ashbacher 
Harrison Burke 
Andrew Graham 
 

EME Volunteer Linda DeGarmo Tracy Bogina Jerry Hanson 

Lector Teresa Bishop Nancy Bauer Carol Cole Butch Reif 

Gifts 
 
 
Ushers 

Volunteers 
 
 
Volunteers 

Ruth & 
Wayne Leritz 
 
Dave Garrett 
(Lead usher) 

Dave & 
Cindy Ashmore 
 
Dan Cole 
Joyce Klinkon 

Austin &  
Chelsea Smith Family 
 
Bob Davied  
(Lead usher) 

     

Scan this QR code,  
for todays Sunday Gospel 
activities for children. 

Dates of Importance 
 
Dec. 12  Bible Study  
Dec. 12: D of I, St. Luke Circle Christmas 

Bible Study  
Father offers a Bible Study for anyone that would like to attend. 
They are being offered in both parishes on Tuesdays.  
10:00 A.M. in St. Michael Hall 
4:15 P.M. in St. Joseph Rectory 
                                                                   We hope to see you there! 

 

Liturgical Calendars 
 

The 2024 liturgical calendars  
are available in the back of the church. 
Please take one per household.  

RCIA 
 

RCIA (OCIA) 
Will be cancelled for Dec. 14 and will 
continue on January 4th. 
 



Understanding the Mass   (by Father Vacca) 

St. Joseph Collections: 
   Last Week       July 2023 to Date 
Contributions:               $1,575.11          $30,761.36 
Expenses:  $ -                     $ -  
Over/(Under)                                         $30,761.36 

St. Michael Collections: 
   Last Week July 2023 to Date 
Contributions:               $6,364     $86,541.26  
Expenses:  $ -  $ -  
Over/(Under)    $86,541.26  

 

#13  The Alleluia between the Second Reading and the Gospel is meant to be sung; if it is not sung, it is omitted.  While it is being sung, Father 
crosses the sanctuary to the lectern.  But as he passes the altar, he prays a private prayer as he bows:  “Cleanse my heart and my lips, almighty 
God, that I may worthily proclaim your holy gospel.”   
 
On solemn occasions, a formal procession could involve incense and candles as well as a Book of the Gospels carried to the lectern.  If a deacon 
is present, it belongs to the deacon to proclaim the Gospel.  The deacon would carry in the Book of the Gospels at the beginning of Mass and sit 
it on the altar until this part of the Mass.  We see this most often at the Cathedral or in churches with a deacon.   
 

 

Daughters of Isabella St. Luke’s Circle  
 
D of I (St. Luke’s Circle) will meet for a Christmas Party  
on Tuesday, December 12, at 12:00 pm  
at St. Ambrose Church Hall, Erie, Kansas. 
All members are asked to bring Finger Food, with a $15 
wrapped Exchange Gift for your Secret Prayer Partner.  
Your Secret Prayer Partner will be revealed.  
Please bring 3 or 4, $1 or $2 wrapped gifts for Bingo Prizes. 
*Daughters of Isabella is an International Organization of 
Catholic Women.  

Christmas Call to Sharing 2023 
We can’t fully practice our Catholic faith without the life and ministry of 
priests.  
You will soon receive an invitation to consider a gift to the Christmas Call 
to Sharing  -  a gift of gratitude to support retired priests and the education 
of seminarians.  God has blessed us this year with 43 men in the seminary 
and continues to bless us with so many retired priests who serve the Church 
in many ways.  I would ask that you be as generous as you possibly can be 
at this most holy time of year.   

 

 

 

 

Blessing of the Advent Wreath 

*Second Sunday  of Advent* 

(Light the 1st purple candle and then the 2nd purple candle) 

 

Prayer:  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the paths 

of your Only begotten Son:  that we may worthily serve 

you with hearts purified by His coming:  Who loves and 

reigns with God the Father in the unity of the  

Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

ST. MICHAEL’S ANGELS 
 

If you would like to donate to the St. Michael’s Angels for this coming 
Christmas, please use the “St. Michael’s Angels” envelopes that are 
located on the religious articles glass case in the entrance of the 
Church. 

 
POINSETTIAS  (St. Michael) 
 
If you would like to reserve a Poinsettia in memory of a 
loved one, please use the “Poinsettia” envelopes that are 
located on the religious articles glass case in the entrance of the 
Church.  
Please make sure to include your loved one’s names and $10 for each 
poinsettia you wish to reserve. 

First Christian Church Cooks 
Presents their 3rd 

HOLIDAY FARMERS MARKET 
 

December 12:  4 PM - 6PM or until sold out 
119 N. Summit, Girard 

 
Items available: Main dishes, side dishes,  

casseroles, breads, 
Cakes, cookies, candies, pies, other desserts, 

snacks and assorted goodies 

Like a shepherd he feeds his flock;  
in is arms he gathers the lambs,  
carrying them in his bosom, and  
leading the ewes with care. 
 
Isaiah 40:11 
 



Bedene Funeral Home 
 

 Barry W. Bedene  

517 East Washington 

Arma, Kansas 66712  
(620) 347-4200  

Silver Trojans 
M-F, 11 a.m.-12 p.m. @ Girard United Methodist 
Church 
One-stop-shop for everything health and wellness 
Strength, cardio, balance, fall prevention, flexibility, 
and more! 
Jessica Jones- 620-240-3344 
Qualifying insurance may pay for member-
ship! 

108 E. St. John               
  PO Box 187 

Girard, KS 66743           
 620-724-4911 

Banking with friends!  

 

     The Laundry Basket 
212 S. Ozark 

Girard, Ks. 66743 
724-4402 

 

  
 TWO GREAT SAINTS OF THE SEASON 
 

ST. LUCY, 4th Century Virgin/Martyr: Lucy has been loved & honored as 
a saint since her death in 304 A.D. The Church has included her name in 
the 1st Eucharistic Prayer of the Mass. She is the 'Maria Goretti' of the 
Church's earliest days--willing to die for her faith. She is a popular saint 
though little is known about her life. Her parents were wealthy members of 
the nobility of Sicily. Her father died early & her mother raised her. Her 
mother, though very devout, wanted Lucy to marry a rich young pagan  
(no religion) who was a nobleman. Lucy refused, choosing to devote her 
life to Christ & serving the poor and the sick. She gave away her fortune to 
help the less fortunate. However, the young man whom she rejected, 
went to the Roman police & accused her of being a Christian, which she 
was. She was arrested & condemned to death unless she rejected Christ & 
prayed to the Roman gods. She refused & was sentenced to be burned at 
the stake, but the flames wouldn't consume her, so a soldier walked over 
and stabbed her in the throat and she died. She became a martyr for the 
faith when Roman Emperor Diocletian ordered her death in 304, adding the 
glory of martyrdom to the crown of virginity. Her feast day is next  
Wednesday, Dec. 13. Her name means 'light' and she's recognized as the 
Patron for those with eye disease & other vision problems. Her feast is a 
special moment in Advent when we long for the coming of Christ, who is 
the true light of the world.  
 
ST. NICHOLAS, 4th Century Bishop:  Nicholas was born in 260 in the 3rd 
Century and died in 343 A.D.  He was born in Turkey, known as Asia Minor. Few-
er facts on his life were available, but it hasn't caused his popularity to  
decrease!  He had parents, like St. Lucy, who were wealthy, but at their death, his 
interest moved toward the priesthood and he gave much of his wealth to the poor. 
After he was ordained a priest, he set out to convert sinners and aid the 
poor.  Once, he heard that a man in his city had become so poor that he intended to 
abandon his three daughters to a life of prostitution because he couldn't afford a 
dowry (inheritance) for each one. On three separate nights, Nicholas went out near 
the man's home and threw a bag of gold into the window of the sleeping father & 
hurried away.  Soon his daughters were married & the father fell at Nicholas'  
feet saying: "Nicholas, you are my helper. You have delivered my soul and my 
daughters' souls from Hell."  Nicholas' works of charity led to the tradition of  
giving presents on his feast day, Dec. 6, and also at Christmas in his name.  His 
charity work was made popular in America by the Dutch who settled in  
New Amsterdam, now New York, and may be responsible for transforming  
St. Nicholas into a Nordic magician  named "Santa Claus". As the Bishop of Myra, 
he was thought of as the Patron of Children and also a bishop very devoted to the 
Church. He wore the red of a bishop as was done in those times. He died Dec. 6, 
343, & was buried in the Cathedral in Myra, Turkey. His relics were brought to 
Italy in l087. Many miracles are credited to his intercession.  He is THE SYMBOL 
OF UNSEEN CHARITY, such as saving the old man & his 3 daughters' weddings. 
The term, Santa Claus, comes from his name. Most of us already know that 'Santa' 
means (saint) & many of our cities' names derive from this, such as Santa Barbara 
or Santa Monica  in California. St. Nicholas is also honored by Eastern Catholics 
as well, especially in Russia, where Nicholas is their Patron Saint. He has always 
been popular with our Western Catholics due to the tradition of gift-giving on his 
feast day and Jesus' birthday. After the Blessed Mother, he is the saint must often 
pictured by Christian artists. Fr. William Carr once told me there's a bit of  
Judgment in the German custom of putting the shoes out the night before.  
(We hang stockings) Good children receive goodies; bad ones get coal! Since Ad-
vent is a season of Penance, this is the Judgment at Christmas---perhaps the under-
lying theme in all of this is THERE WILL BE A JUDGMENT! 
                                                      ---Marcel Normand 
 

 


